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The founding documents of the United States of America are based on some important 

ideas about what’s right and wrong. One of the main influences on these ideas is 

Judeo-Christian beliefs, especially the Ten Commandments. These teachings helped shape the 

moral values of the Founding Fathers when creating the new country. The connection between 

these religious ideas and the country’s founding values shows how religion played a role in 

forming the nation. The question of displaying the Ten Commandments in schools to change 

behavior brings up important issues about religion, laws, and politics. 

The Ten Commandments are very important in the Judeo-Christian religion. They include 

rules about not stealing, not killing, and respecting others. These ideas are very similar to the 

values found in America’s founding documents. For example, the Declaration of Independence 

says that all people have “unalienable Rights” that come from their Creator. This idea is similar 

to the biblical belief that all people have worth and equality because of God. This belief in 

equality and justice is important for freedom and fairness in society. 

The Constitution also reflects the same moral ideas found in the Ten Commandments. It 

talks about the rule of law, which means everyone should follow the law, and it has checks and 

balances, which make sure no one has too much power. The rules against stealing and 

violence, which come from the Ten Commandments, are part of the laws that help keep order 

and justice in the country. Also, the First Amendment gives people the freedom to practice any 

religion, showing that the Founders respected the moral guidance religion can give, but also 

wanted to make sure that the government wouldn’t force any religion on people. 



John Adams once said, "Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious 

People. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other." This means that for the country 

to work well, people need to have strong moral beliefs, which can come from religion or other 

sources. Even though not all of the Founding Fathers were very religious, many thought that the 

moral values from Judeo-Christian teachings were important for having good citizens who could 

govern themselves. 

Some people think that putting the Ten Commandments in classrooms could help 

students learn good values and act more responsibly. They believe that seeing these rules could 

encourage students to respect others and act honestly. For example, the commandment that 

says "honor your parents" might help students show more respect to their families, and the rule 

about not stealing might make students think twice before taking something that’s not theirs. 

However, it’s not clear if just putting the Ten Commandments up in a classroom would 

actually change how students behave. People have different beliefs, so not everyone may 

connect with the commandments. How someone acts is shaped by many things, like their 

family, culture, and personal values. Just having the commandments on the wall probably 

wouldn’t change everyone’s behavior. 

Another issue with displaying the Ten Commandments in schools is that it might go 

against the Constitution. The First Amendment says the government can’t force people to follow 

a certain religion. Some people think putting a religious text in schools could make students 

from non-Christian or non-religious backgrounds feel left out or excluded. 

There have also been court cases about this. The Supreme Court has said that putting 

the Ten Commandments in classrooms in public schools could break acts passed about not 

promoting religion in schools. There’s also the question of fairness. The United States is made 



up of many different religious groups, and putting up the Ten Commandments might cause 

arguments about which values should be shown in schools. 

In the end, the Ten Commandments have definitely influenced the values in America’s 

founding documents. They still have an impact on the country’s laws and culture today. 

However, putting the Ten Commandments in schools is complicated. While some people might 

find them helpful in teaching right from wrong, it could also cause problems with the law and 

make some students feel left out. Instead of just using the Ten Commandments, schools might 

be better off teaching character education that includes values from all different belief systems, 

so everyone can feel included and respected. 
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